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This fall’s eight Beachwood High School National Merit 
Semifinalists, the highest percentage of students from Northeast 
Ohio public schools and part of 16,000 students nationally, and 
one National Achievement Semifinalist, one of 1,600 outstanding 
Black American students from across the country, have met all 
requirements to advance to Finalist standings and are now eligible 
for the National Merit and National Achievement Scholarships 
offered this spring. Less than one percent of all high school 
students across the country advance to National Merit or National 
Achievement Finalist standings by taking the 2009 Preliminary 
SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT).

National Merit Finalists
 Andrew Darvin Andrew Davis
 Joshua Jacobs Jennie Anne Simson
 Natali Vannoy Alexander Wertheim
 Lauren Wyman Weilin Zou

National Achievement Finalist 
Austin Haynesworth
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All BHS National Merit Semifinalists Advance to Finalist Standings

Back row, from left: Alex Wertheim, Andrew Darvin,  Austin 
Haynesworth and Weilin Zou. Front row, from left: Andrew 
Davis, Natali Vannoy and Lauren Wyman. Not Pictured: Joshua 
Jacobs and Jennie Anne Simson.

The Board of Education voted at its Feb. 8, 2010, meeting 
to place a bond issue on the May 4th primary election ballot 
for the Beachwood High School Building Improvement Project. 

The Board postponed 
this bond issue for nearly 
two years because of the 
economy. However, the 
building and our students 
need these improvements 
now. Also, low interest 
rates and “buyers' market” 
construction contracts 
make this the ideal time 
to move forward with this 
long-overdue renovation.

BHS was built in pieces, 
beginning in 1957. Many 
areas are deteriorating and 
other program areas require 
expansion to support their 
growth and changing 
needs. This project is about 
the facility's classroom, 

technology and energy infrastructure needs, which together 
comprise nearly three quarters of the proposed budget.

If the issue passes, the owner of a $250,000 home in Beachwood 
will pay just $16 more per month in taxes, beginning in January 

Principal, Superintendent Offer Tour of BHS
of 2011. This is a "bricks and mortar" issue only, and thus funds 
can not be used to fund salaries or day-to-day operating expenses.

On Sunday, April 18th, 5-6 pm, High School Principal 
Robert Hardis and Superintendent Dr. Richard Markwardt 
are offering a tour of Beachwood High School for those who 
would like to see first-hand the areas of the high school 
building that are deteriorating or otherwise in need of repairs 
and renovations. This tour is open to the community and 
reservations are not required.

For more information, visit www.beachwoodschools.org.

On Sunday,
April 18th, 5-6 pm, 
High School Principal 
Robert Hardis and 
Superintendent
Dr. Richard Markwardt 
are offering a tour
of Beachwood
High School 
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these lessons, students 
created pictures, 
wrote letters, and 
collected money for 
the children in Haiti,  
which were sent to the 
American Red Cross.

B e a c h w o o d 
High School and 
Beachwood Middle 
School students were 
also involved in 
various fundraising 
efforts. Included 
was the “Library 
Fine Forgiveness”  
program that ran through March, allowing students to return late library books with a 
minimum $1 donation to Haitian relief efforts.

Pictured: Hilltop students’ smiles said it all – feeling good about helping others is the 
best lesson learned!

Three Beachwood 
s t u d e n t - a t h l e t e s 
were finalists in state 
competitions last 
month, highlighted 
by Alex Dronzek 
(112 lbs.), who won 
the Division III State 
Wrestling Tournament, 
becoming Beachwood’s 
14th wrestler to win a 
state championship.

Pictured right: Alex ended his season with 45 wins and 2 loses, and a career record of 
132-32. Alex becomes the fourth winningest wrestler in Beachwood history, and set the 

school record for most wins (45) in a season. The previous record was 
43 victories set by Michael Blackwell in 2003. Alex is a three-time state 
place winner and a two-time state finalist. 

Pictured left: Junior Alec Jacober (125 lbs.) placed 4th at the 
Division III State Wrestling Tournament, finishing his season with 
a 42-6 record.

Pictured right: Laura Tramer competed in the 
Division II State Swim Meet, where she placed in 

both events in which she competed. Laura finished in 8th place in the 
500 Free with a time of 5:10.27, and finished 9th out of 24 swimmers 
in the 200 Free with a time of 1:55.62. During the course of the season, 
Laura broke six school records. This was her third time competing at 
the State Tournament.
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BMS Spelling Bee
Pictured right: 

Beachwood Middle 
School (BMS) 8th- 
grader Anshika Niraj 
competed on Saturday, 
March 6, in the Plain 
Dealer’s Cuyahoga 
County Spelling Bee at 
Cuyahoga Community 
College. She placed 
second out of 40 
students, surviving 
more than 15 rounds.

“It was a good experience,” said 
Anshika. “Anyone interested in spelling 
competitions should go for it! It was fun 
and rewarding.”

Scott Remer, a previous spelling bee 
winner who currently attends Beachwood 
High School, helped the judges pronounce 
spelling bee words. He was there to cheer 
Anshika on, and promote his newly published 
book, Words of Wisdom: Keys to Success in 
the Scripps National Spelling Bee, 

Anshika won the BMS school spelling 
bee to advance to this competition. Eric Xu 
was the runner-up.

All of our schools took part in efforts to 
help Haitians in need.

At Hilltop Elementary School, Mr. Hill 
and Mrs. Green’s fifth grade students 
incorporated the Haiti Relief Effort in their 
Social Studies classes. The students learned 
about Haiti’s history and location on the 
map in relation to the Unites States, then 
discussed the meaning of philanthropy and 
why it is important to think globally and 
give to those in need. The students created 
a “Haiti Box,” and made contributions for 
a month, raising $151.18.

Bryden Elementary students participated 
in a Help For Haiti fundraiser that was held 
in conjunction with Character Education 
lessons. Students learned about tolerance, 
and become more aware of the similarities 
and differences between life in America and 
life in developing nations. In the wake of 

Beachwood Takes Action to Help Haitians in Need

Alex Dronzek Wins State Wrestling Title
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